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NUI.IBTR OF HOGS INCREASING
ON SEPTETqBER l, THE nunber of hogs and pigs were up 5 percent, totaling S0.l million
in the 14 rnaj or hog-producing states, according to the USDA Hogs and pigs Report.
Breeding stock at 7,3 nillion showed a gain of 8 percent fron the previous year. I'lar-
ket hogs were up 2 percent from 1976, at 42.8 million,

Illinois had a sizable reduction in the nunber of hogs fron a year ago, Lith a

decrease of 7 percent, OnIy Ohio had a larger decrease, showing a drop of 16 percent.
The greatest increases r,rere in Kansas, up 2l percent, and l.tissouri up lg percent.

wErcl? OF T,IARKET E6S. The inventory of market hogs by weight category indicates
the market pattern should be sirnilar to the one last year. llogs over 220 pounds,

which have been largely narketed now, were doHn 4 percent. Hogs from l8O to 219

pounds, which will provide the bulk of the marketing until the first part of October,
were up 4 percent. Hogs weighing 120 to 179 pounds were down 4 percent from last
year. These hogs r{ill provide the bulk of slaughter supply until the later part of
November. This may nean that the 1977 slaughter Hill not reach as high a level as

last year. The group from 60 to 119 pounds was up I percent conpared to last year,
pigs under 60 pounds, which will largely be marketed after the first of the year were

up 5 percent. ltJith the abundant supplies of corn and lovr prices, hogs nay be car-
ried to heavier weights thus altering the narketing pattern slightly and also in-
creasing tile tonnage of pork.

SOht FARROrIN'S. The June-August farrowings were reported as I0 percent greater
than last summer. This represents an additional increase from the June I intentions,
which showed a 5-percent increase. Litter size was down slightly froxn last year,
so the sumner pig crop was estinated at 9 percent greater than last year. This is
a bit hi.gher than the inventory ntmber indicated suggesting the possibility of a

slightly higher winter slaughter than a projection from the inventory nunbers. pro-

ducers indicated intentions to increase farrowings in the September to l,lovember peri-
od by I0 percent. Again, this is an increase from the June I iritentions when pro-
ducers planned a rise of4 percent. For the winter period, December to February,
producers now plan to farrow 11 percent more litters than last year.

OBSERVA?fONS. The hog-corn ratio recently has been exceeding 25 to I, a sharp
increase fron ahout l5 to I a year ago. The late summer prices for hogs have been, STAIT . COUNTY. I,OCAI, GROUPS . U 5 DTPARTMENI OT AGRICUI.TURT COOPERATING
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