
o
u

II

ILLINOIS FARM AND FOOD OUTLOOK
@LLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS

o

o

Urbota, Illinoie d180i Jo1.uan"y 25, 1978

PLANTING INTENTIONS

THE USDA RELEASED THE JANUARY I PLANTING INTENTIONS REPORT on ,Ianuary 20.

coRN. 'fhe report showed a total of 79.3 million acres. 'Ihis is a decrease of
.1 .l percent from the amount actually planted in 1977, but is down 5.2 miLlion acres

(or 6.1 percent) from the total famers said they intended to plant in.lanuary of
1977. About 86 percent of the planted acreage is nornally harvested for grain, sug-

gesting a potential of 68.2 million acres for harvest in 1978. Yields, of cour::e,

are uncertain; but a normal yi.eld of 90 bushels per acre would produce 6.1 billion
bushels, cornpared to 6.36 billion in 1977, l{owever, the carryover is likely to be

higher than a yeat aro, leaving the corn available for use in 1978-79 at about the
same level as during the current year.

Illinois fanners have intentions of planting ll.I million acres of corn--down

only I percent from last yearrs actual plantings, but 5.1 percent below their inten-
tions a year ago. In Iowa, the report shows a decrease of 400,000 acres, but an in-
crease of 100,000 acres in Indiana.

sovBEei/s. The planting intentions are up 6.8 percent nationally, at 63.1 mil-
lion acres. Assuming that 98 percent of the planted acreage will be harvested and

that a norrnal yield of 28 bushels per acle is Produced, the 1978 crop would be 1.75

billion bushels. That would be only slightly larger than the high-yielding crop of
1977. As in the case of corn, however, the soybean carryover is expected to be Larg-

er than Iast year.

Illinois fanners intend to plant 9.4 million acres of soybeans, up 5.6 percent

from last year's figure of 8,9 million acres. Every rnajor soybean -producing state
showed an increased acreage in the intentions report for 1978; Iowa, up 550,000 acres;

Indiana, up 250,000 acres; and Missouri, up 420,000 acres.

FEED CRArNs. 'l'he plant j-ng intentions total 124 million acres, conparcd to 128

million planted in 1977. Only grain sorghum shoued an increase over last year. A

major increase is indicated in Kansas, where Hinter-wheat seedlings were down 1.7

nillion acres.

STATE. COUNTY. TOCAI. GROUPS. U,S. OEPARTMENI OF AGRICUI.TURE COOPERATING
IHE II.I,INOIS COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE PROVIDES TOUAT OPPORIUNITIES IN PROGRAMS AND EMPI.OYMENT
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