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HOG NUIIBERS ARE VERY BIG, AND THE EXPANSION CONTINUES

THE FoURTEEN-STATE REPORT ON HOGS AND PIGS, released September 20, confirmed the

Iarge spring and sumlrer pig crops and projected a continued and rapid expansion of
pork production. At 57 million, the nunber of all hogs and pigs was up 16 percent

fron a year ago. Hogs kept for market were up 17 percent (48.8 million) and those

kept for breeding were up 10 percent.
The number of pigs farrowed during the March-May period was previously estimated

at 25 million. The ner report placed the pig crop for June-August at 22.3 million.
The totat inventory is consistent with the estirnates, confirning the size of the pig

crops. Thc very large nunber of pigs born during the spring and sunnet will be the

market supply of hogs through next February.

The USDA report indicated that 3.110 million sows were farrowed during June-

August. When asked last June I about farrowing intentions for June-August, producers

indicated a total of 5.107 million. They did as they intended, there was no downward

adjustnent in response to falling hog prices during the summer,

0n June l, producers were asked about farrowing intentions for the September-

November period, and they indicated an increase of 14 percent. When asked the same

question on September l, they indicated an increase of 13 percent. If 3.157 rnillion
sous are farrowed during September, October, and November, that will be the largest
fall farrowing on record.

The uost surprising part of thc report concerned intentions to farrow during the

Dec ember- Februa ry period, indicating an increase of l0 percent. The total was 2.933

million, up from 2.658 million last year. Last year, a record, was up 16 percent

from the 1'ear before. The record previous to last year uas 2.483million in December-

February 1970-71.

The pork supply for the 12 nonths ending next August can be projected fron the

reports on farrowing and farroning intentions. If those intentions naterialize and

if the hoSs are fed to t)?ical Heights, pork production through next August will be

16.6 biltion pounds--up 16 percent from the 14.4 billion produced during the year

jrrst ended in August, and up 25 percent fron production the year before. Production

of pork during the next l2 nonths is likely to set a new record.o
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