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http://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la-ed-1206-epa-renewable-fuel-20151205-story.html
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E10 blend wall challenges drove EPA 
policy shift: 

“The proposal seeks to put the RFS 
program on a steady path forward -
ensuring the continued growth of 
renewable fuels while recognizing 
the practical limits on ethanol 
blending, called the ethanol "blend 
wall.”

Novel legal argument for renewable 
mandate write down:

“inadequate domestic supply” 

November 2013: EPA’s 1st Proposal for 
2014 RFS Standards

http://www.epa.gov/OTAQ/fuels/renewablefuels/documents/4
20f13048.pdf
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EPA Proposed 2014 RVOs 
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OPIS biofuels news service reported on February 25, 
2014:

Senator Charles Grassley of Iowa last week told 
reporters, "I would doubt there would be a complete 
reversal [from the proposal], which is what I would 
like to happen. I'd be surprised if there wasn't some 
modification of the original rule that still might be 
considered a partial victory for ethanol."

http://thegazette.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/grassley485.jpg
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E10 blend wall challenges still 
driving EPA policy shift: 

“…realworld constraints, such as the 
slower than expected development of the 
cellulosic biofuel industry and constraints 
in the marketplace needed to supply 
certain biofuels to consumers, have made 
the timeline laid out by Congress 
impossible to achieve.”

Novel legal argument for renewable 
mandate write down still used:

“inadequate domestic supply” 

November 2015: EPA’s Final Rules  for 
2014, 2015 & 2016 RFS Standards

http://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-11/documents/rfs-2014-
2015-2016-annual-rule-frm.pdf
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Category 2014 2015 2016 2017

Cellulosic Biofuel 0.033 0.123 0.230 NA

Biomass-Based Diesel 1.63 1.73 1.90 2.00

Advanced Biofuel 2.67 2.88 3.61 NA

Total 16.28 16.93 18.11 NA

Implied Conventional 13.61 14.05 14.50 NA
Note: These volumes are stated in billion gallons of ethanol 
equivalents, except for biomass-based diesel which is stated in billion 
gallons of  "wet" physical volume terms. NA stands for not applicable.

Final Renewable Fuels Standards Volume Requirements for the 
U.S., 2014-2017 (billion gallons)
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Summary

1. Latest RFS rules from the EPA 
represent a major win for ag and 
conventional biofuels

2. Modest increase in ethanol use, but 
a very high safety net

3. Large increases in biodiesel and 
renewable diesel on the horizon
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