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Objectives
ÅDescribe US and Illinois 
farm labor force

ÅCharacterize injuries and 
illnesses among farmworkers 

ÅDescribe resources, services, and 
interventions to improve safety 
and health among farmworkers 



Farm Labor



US Farm Labor
Note: Family farmworkers 
include self-employed 
farmers and unpaid family 
members. Hired 
farmworkers include 
direct hires and 
agricultural service 
workers employed by 
farm labor contractors.

Source: USDA, Economic 
Research Service using 
data from USDA, National 
Agricultural Statistics 
Service, Farm Labor 
Survey (FLS). The FLS 
stopped estimating the 
number of family 
farmworkers beginning in 
2001. As of 2012, the 
survey no longer counts 
contracted agricultural 
service workers.

www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/chart -gallery/gallery/chart -detail/?chartId=63450



US Farm Labor
U.S. employment in agriculture and support industries, 2002 -2022

Note: Employment is 
measured as the annual 
average number of full- and 
part-time jobs.

Data do not cover smaller 
farm employers in those 
States that exempt them 
from participation in the 
unemployment insurance 
system. Data for 2022 are 
preliminary.

Source: USDA, Economic 
Research Service using data 
from U.S. Department of 
Labor, Quarterly Census of 
Employment and Wages, 
June 7, 2023 release.



Farmworkers

ÅMany are 
foreign-born 

ÅVarying work status 

Migrant

Seasonal (H-2A) 

Settled 



Legal status of hired crop farmworkers, fiscal 1991 -2020

Note: 
Values for each 
year are 3-year 

moving 
averages to 

smooth 
fluctuations 
due to small 
sample sizes: 

e.g. data 
reported for 

fiscal 2020 are 
the average 
over fiscal 
2018-20.

U.S. born 
includes those 
born in Puerto 

Rico.

Source: USDA, Economic Research Service using U.S. Department of Labor, National Agricultural Workers Survey.



Demographic characteristics of U.S. hired farmworkers and 
all wage and salary workers, 2021
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Farmworker Demographics 
ÅMajority are foreign-born (70%)

ÅAbout 60% are male

ÅMean age of 41 

ÅAlmost 80% identify as Hispanic

ÅOver 60% are most comfortable conversing in Spanish 

ÅAverage completed education: 9th grade



Employment Characteristics 

Primary Crops 

Livestock 

Pig production 

Dairy cattle 

Worked an average of 
39 weeks/year in agriculture. 

20%

38%

24%

14%

Vegetables Fruits 
and nuts 

Horticulture Field crops 



Farmworkers in Illinois 
ÅEstimate 50,000 farmworkers annually

ÅContribute to: 

Seed corn 

Pork 

Specialty crops 

Nursery and 
landscape 



Injuries



Sorry you 
got kicked 
by my cow, 
Crazy Legs.

Say, can you 
milk for me 

again tomorrow 
night?



Physical Hazards
ÅLivestock 

ÅMachinery and equipment

ÅRepetitive movements / awkward posture



Injuries among Farmworkers

Causes of injuries

ÅTransportation

ÅMachinery 

ÅBites or contact with animals 

ÅCuts and piercings 

Fractures account for 
majority of injuries



Illnesses



Health Hazards
ÅWarm/hot environments 

ÅChemical and 
pesticide exposure 

ÅDusts 

ÅRepetitive movements / 
awkward posture



Illnesses among Farmworkers

ÅHeat-related illnesses 
Heat stroke, exhaustion, dehydration 

ÅPesticide-related illnesses 
Acute to chronic 

ÅMuscle or connective 
tissues diseases

ÅSkin diseases 

ÅMental health disorders 


