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Objectives

ADescribe US and lllinois
farm labor force

ACharacterize injuries and
IliInesses among farmworkers

ADescribe resources, services, and
Interventions to improve safety g
and health among farmworkers
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US Farm Labor

Family and hired farmworkers on U.S. farms, 1950-2000 include self-employed

farmers and unpaid family
members. Hired
farmworkers include

12 - direct hires and
agricultural service
workers employed by

" Hired farmworkers farm labor contractors.

Family farmworkers Source: USDA, Economic
Research Service using
data from USDA, National
Agricultural Statistics
Service, Farm Labor
Survey (FLS). The FLS
stopped estimating the
number of family
farmworkers beginning in
2.02 2.01 198 2.06 2001. As of 2012, the
survey no longer counts

T T T T T T T T T T | contracted agricultural
1950 ' 1955 ' 1960 1965 ' 1970 = 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 ' 2000 = | corvice workors

Number of farmworkers (million)
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US Farm Labor

U.S. employment in agriculture and support industries, 2002 -2022

Thousand jobs
Note: Employment is

1,400 measured as the annual
average number of full and
1,200 - Livestock support\ . _ . part-time jobs.
, Data do not cover smaller
1,000 A _ farm employers in those
Livestock States that exempt them
800 from participation in the
unemployment insurance
system. Data for 2022 are
600 preliminary.
Source: USDA, Economic
400 Crops Research Service using data
from U.S. Department of
200 - Labor, Quarterly Census of
Employment and Wages,
O 1 1 1 I I | 1 1 1 I I 1 1 1 | I I | 1 1 June 7’ 2023 release
2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022
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Average age of U.S. farm laborers/graders/sorters by

Farmworkers
Avany are

44 A

fo re I g n _ bo rn Foreign bornD(42.%)
42
AVarying work status | «- -
Migrant 7 g B = D E— U.S. born (36.2)
Seasonal (H2A) e e
Settled o
32 -
ZObG '~ 2009 2012 2015 2018 2021

Source: USDA, Economic Research Service using data from U.S. Department of
Commerce, Bureau of the Census, annual American Community Survey.
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Legal status of hired crop farmworkers, fiscal 1991 -2020

1000/0 T Bl Note:
U.S. born Values for each
year are 3year
Foreign born: U.S. citizen moving
75%, - l l I I . I I I averages to

smooth
_ : fluctuations
Foreign born: authorized due to small

sample sizes:

50% - e.g. data
reported for
fiscal 2020 are
the average
259 over fiscal
) -

Foreign born: unauthorized 201820.
U.S. born
includes those
born in Puerto
0% - Rico.
1991 1994 1997 2000 2003 2006 2009 2012 2015 2018

Fiscal year
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Demographic characteristics of U.S. hired farmworkers and
a7|<! wage and salary workers, 2021

62 m Percent female  ®Average age in years  ® Percent married
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Farm laborers, graders and Farm managers, inspectors, and All other occupations in Agriculture: All occupations  All U.S. private wage and salary
sorters supervisors agriculture workers
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Farmworker Demographics
AMajority are foreign-born (70%)

AAbout 60% are male

AMean age of 41

AAImost 80% identify as Hispanic
AOver 60% are most comfortable conversing in Spanish

AAverage completed education: 9th grade
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Employment Characteristics

Primary Crops

Vegetables Fruits Horticulture  Field crops
and nuts

Livestock
Pig production
Dairy cattle

Worked an average of
39 weeks/year In agriculture.

X ILLINOIS




Farmworkers in lllinois
AEstimate 50,000 farmworkers annually

AContribute to:
Seed corn
Pork Wl
Specialty crops /’ L Rp R
Nursery and v Al
landscape
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Sorry you
got kicked
by my cow,
Crazy Legs.

Say, can you
milk for me

again tomorrow
night?
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Physical Hazards
ALivestock

AMachinery and equipment

: - ." “ ’ ) (\ L‘ 'ir
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Injuries among Farmworkers

Causes of injuries
ATransportation
AMachinery
ABites or contact with animals
ACuts and piercings

Fractures account for
majority of injuries

T ILLINOIS farmdoc



llInesses
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Health Hazards
AWarm/hot environments

AChemical and
pesticide exposure

ADusts

awkward posture
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llinesses among Farmworkers

AHeat-related illnesses r
Heat stroke, exhaustion, dehy ratior

APesticide-related |IInesses
Acute to chronic

AMiiscle or rnnnpctlve
tissues diseases "

ASkin diseases
AMental health disorde
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