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Nutrient Management

Reduced Tillage

Cover Crops

PCM data identifies 

conservation 

practices that 

effectively address 

environmental issues 

without risking the 
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Precision Conservation Management 
Practice Standards



2023 IMPACTS

lbs NO3-N loss reductions

1,154,702
lbs P loss reductions

174,983
tons sediment retained

258,963

Precision Conservation Management 
worked with 499 farmers in 2023 to 

adopt in-field conservation practices 
that benefit water quality and address 

climate change concerns.



www.precisionconservation.org
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Reduced 

Tillage
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In-Season 
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84,614
Cover Crops
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2015 -2023 Data Book

Cover Crop Guide

Access both publications at 
www.PrecisionConservation.org

PCM Data Publications



Check us out online: www.precisionconservation.org
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Understanding Soil Productivity Ratings 
in Illinois
ÅSoil Productivity Rating (SPR) or Soil Productivity Index (PI) 

assigns values to ~800 soil types in Illinois

ÅRatings based on expected dryland crop yields under optimum 
1990 management practices

ÅMuscatune silt loam serves as benchmark with optimum PI of 147

ÅPI range: 47 to 147 for all soil types

ÅPCM uses 135 as cutoff between "low" and "high" SPR, 
reflecting farmers' perceptions of productive soils



http:// soilproductivity.nres.illinois.edu /


