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Tillage Benchmark Note:

Tillage Benchmark relates
No-till: No tillage passes 10 [HUGRET O T pIze

Strip tillage: In-row tillage with a strip-till bar
One-Pass Light: One low-disturbance tillage pass
Two-Pass Light: Two low-disturbance tillage passes

2-Pass Moderate: One low-disturbance and
one higher-disturbance tillage pass

2+ Pass: More than 2 tillage passes, any kind
I ILLINOIS 009 farmdoc



Corn, High SPR, 2024: Bottom 25% vs Top 25%, Net Returns

Low 25%  High25% High - low
Yield 221 259 37
Non-land Costs $818 $703 -$115 i TS
$587 $476 S T

A $176
=¢ Overhead costs $55

Operator & land Return

Tillage type
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Corn, High SPR, 2024 - Top 25% Most Profitable Fields

One-pass Two-pass

Strip-till Light Moderate
Yield 262 258 257
Non-land Costs S744 687 S726
Direct costs $468 $515 $468 $492
Power costs $154 $174 $164 $179
Overhead costs $55 $55 $55 $55

Operator & land Return

Nitrogen rate/ acre
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2+

Corn 1-PASS 2PASS  TiLLAGE
HIGH-SPR | 201524 AVGVALUES ~ NO-TILL  STRIP-TILL  LIGHT MODERATE  passEs
# of fields 1,534 2,102 2,310 835 986 131
Yield per acre 221 224 224 229 229 226
GROSS REVENUE $948 $958 $956 $978 $980 $971
TOTAL DIRECT COSTS* $447 $467 $442 $455 $463 $461
Field work $0 $22 $12 $26 $30 $43
Other power costs** $113 $106 $109 $108 $106 $110
TOTAL POWER COSTS $113 $128 $121 $134 $136 $153
OVERHEAD COSTS $41 $41 $41 $41 $41 $41

TOTAL NON-LAND COSTS $601 $636 $604 $630 $640 $654

OPERATOR & LAND RETURN

Estimated soil Loss (tons/a) 0.68 0.63 1.93 1.83 1.62 2.21
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Corn, High SPR, 2015-2024 - No-Till vs. 1-Pass Light
| NoTill | 1-pass_

Yield (bushels)
Revenue

Direct costs
Power costs
Overhead costs

Total non-land costs $601 $604
Operator and

009
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221
$948

$447
$113
$41

224
$956

$442
$121
$41

Direct costs:
Seed, chemicals, fertilizer, drying,
storage, crop insurance

Power costs:
All costs related to machinery

Overhead costs: Hired labor,
general insurance, buildings, interest

Return remaining to
pay farmer and land.
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Corn, High SPR, 2015-2024 - Tillage Passes

2-pass 2-pass
nght Moderate

Yield (bushels)
Revenue $956 $978
Direct costs $442 $455
Power costs $121 $134

Overhead costs

Operator and

T ILLINOIS Q00

$980

$463
$136

$971

$461
$153

Higher yields with
more tillage but

APower costs
increase

ADirect costs
increase

Farmer with
more tillage had
lower returns
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Corn 1-PASS 2PASS  TiLLAGE
HIGH-SPR | 201524 AVGVALUES ~ NO-TILL  STRIP-TILL  LIGHT MODERATE  passEs
# of fields 1,534 2,102 2,310 835 986 131
Yield per acre 221 224 224 229 229 226
GROSS REVENUE $948 $958 $956 $978 $980 $971
TOTAL DIRECT COSTS* $447 $467 $442 $455 $463 $461
Field work $0 $22 $12 $26 $30 $43
Other power costs** $113 $106 $109 $108 $106 $110
TOTAL POWER COSTS $113 $128 $121 $134 $136 $153
OVERHEAD COSTS $41 $41 $41 $41 $41 $41

TOTAL NON-LAND COSTS $601 $636 $604 $630 $640 $654

OPERATOR & LAND RETURN

Estimated soil Loss (tons/a) 0.68 0.63 1.93 1.83 1.62 2.21
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What PCM Farmers are Saying...

According to survey responses following the
2025 PCM Report deliveries:

V 67% of PCM farmers who don’t already use
reduced tillage practices are likely to
reduce or eliminate tillage
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