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Farmer Survey
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lllinois Fertilizer Costs V Nitrogen
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lllinois Fertilizer Costs VDAP and MAP
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lllinois Fertilizer Costs V Potash
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Production Costs for Central lllinois  In $ per acre
50-50 Corn -Soy Rotation, 2000 to 2026P
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Fertilizer Costs for Corn in $ per acre
Central lllinois, 2000 to 2026P
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Fertilizer Costs for Soybeans in $ per acre
Central lllinois, 2000 to 2026P
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Strategies Used for Fertilizer Pricing

Other
61% used

multiple strategies

Timing Adjustments

Bundling Combo of forward purchases

+ volume discounts

Volume Discounts MOSt common

Forward Purchases

I ILLINOIS Source:farmdocsurvey of farmers, 2024 farmdoc
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Farmers who Agree/Strongly Agree VS
Disagree/Strongly Disagree

Doing business with only one retailer results in

better service

better pricing

More retailers would

Improve service

Improve prices
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Takeaways

AFertilizer prices have come down from 2022 peaks
but remain high relative to crop prices

AForward purchases and volume discounts are most
common pricing strategies based on survey

Importance of getting quotes from multiple retailers
even If you tend to do most/all business with a single preferred
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What information do you use to
determine your N application
rate? (check all that apply)

C University Extension (i.e. MRTN)
C Soll test

C Retailer recommendations

C Independent advisor/agronomist

C Fertilizer and Corn prices
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Number and type of information
sources used to determine University
N application rates

Extension

Soil testing results

Retailer
recommendations

Independent
professional crop
advisor/agronomist

Fertilizer prices [T Bl BEZY RIS
lor2 3 4 o 0r6 Corn prices MRz
Number of sources lor2 3 4 5Sorb6
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Application Rate Decisions

AConsider the MRTN for your region

D¥IRTN rates for central IL at $4.00 corn
180lbs/acre at $790/ton anhydrous
199Ibs/acre at $500/ton anhydrous

T
| C states.

MRTN Calculator

AConsider N credit from DAP/MAP applications
D3urvey suggests most farmers do (83%)

8

AConsider P and K soil test Managing Soil pH

' ' d Crop Nutrient
and required maintenance levels 75~
Inois Agronomy Handbook
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P and K rate (lllinois )

ANew phosphorus and potassium removal rates
DZ37 Ibs. of BO; per bushel of corn
DZz75 Ibs. of BO; per bushel of soybeans
D24 Ibs. of KO per bushel of corn
D2.17 Ibs. of KO per bushel of soybeans

Figure 2A: Subsoil phosphorus-supplying power.
Figure 2B: Cation exchange capacity (CEC) of

A So | I test I eve IS lllinois soils. Source: Illinois Agronomy Handbook.

DAo yield advantage when Bray Bs above 60, 65, and 70 in soils with high, medium,
and low supplying capacity

DRo yield advantage with soil test levels above 360 and 40fs/acre of K for low and
high CEC areas

Source: Giovani Preza Fontes, Fertilizing with High Prices of P and K, The Bulletin,
October 21, 2022
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Factors impacting N timing decisions

1= not important at all; 5 = extremely important
% indicates proportion of respondents rating this is important or extremely important

Fall harvest conditions

Other

Fall weather

Fertilizer supply/availability
Spring planting conditions
Spring weather
Fertilizer prices

Nutrient Losses

0 1 2 3 4 5
Not important at all Extremely important
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Application Timing Decisions

AFall application provides flexibility
but also associated with greatest potential for N loss

ren
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pring applications can reduce
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