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Topic Outline
ÅPrice Discovery Results

ÅCrop Insurance Changes & SCO/ECO Questions

ÅNet Benefits, Risk, and Probability of Regret

Å2026 Crop Insurance Decision Resources

https://www.nature.com/articles/nmeth.1618
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Base Contract: CBOT 
December Corn 2026 
(ZCZ26)

Projected Daily Prices

Date
Ending 
Value

Price Volatility

Feb 02 $4. 5475 $4.55 

Feb 03 $4. 5675 $4.56 

Feb 04 $4. 5725 $4.56 

Feb 05 $4. 6100 $4.57 

Feb 06 $4. 5775 $4.58 

Feb 09 $4. 5725 $4.57

Feb 10 $4. 5825 $4.58

Feb 11 $4. 5975 $4.58

Feb 12 $4.6400 $4.59

Feb 13 $4.6450 $4.59

Feb 17 $4.6000 $4.59

Feb 18 $4.6100 $4.59

Feb 19 $4.6150 $4.60

Feb 20 $4.6450 $4.60

Feb 23 $4.6450 $4.60 0.1521

Feb 24 $4.6375 $4.60 0.1520

Feb 25 $4.6700 $4.61 0.1512

Feb 26 $4.6700 $4.61 0.1519

Feb 27 $4.6950 $4.62 0.1541

https://public -rma.fpac.usda.gov/apps/PriceDiscovery 

$4.62
per Bushel

0.15

Status Released Released

Start Date 2/1/26 2/1/26

End Date 2/28/26 2/28/26

Projected Price Price Volatility

https://www.nature.com/articles/nmeth.1618
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0.17
0.19

0.15 0.15 0.15

0.23 0.23

0.18 0.19 0.18
0.15

Corn Projected Price and Price Volatility  for Illinois

$3.86 $3.96 $3.96 $4.00 $3.88
$4.58

$5.90 $5.91

$4.66 $4.70 $4.62

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

https://www.nature.com/articles/nmeth.1618
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Base Contract: CBOT 
November Soybeans 2026 
(ZSX26)

https://public -rma.fpac.usda.gov/apps/PriceDiscovery 

Projected Daily Prices

Date
Ending 
Value

Price Volatility

Feb 02 $10. 7525 $10.75 

Feb 03 $10. 7925 $10.77 

Feb 04 $10. 8750 $10.81 

Feb 05 $10. 9850 $10.85 

Feb 06 $10.9400 $10.87 

Feb 09 $10. 9575 $10.88

Feb 10 $11. 0650 $10.91

Feb 11 $11. 1050 $10.93

Feb 12 $11. 1625 $10.96

Feb 13 $11. 1350 $10.98

Feb 17 $11.1750 $11.00

Feb 18 $11.1650 $11.01

Feb 19 $11.1825 $11.02

Feb 20 $11.1500 $11.03

Feb 23 $11.1725 $11.04 0.1277

Feb 24 $11.2125 $11.05 0.1269

Feb 25 $11.2775 $11.07 0.1264

Feb 26 $11.2750 $11.08 01252

Feb 27 $11.2825 $11.09 0.1259

$11.09
per Bushel

0.13

Status Released Released

Start Date 2/1/26 2/1/26

End Date 2/28/26 2/28/26

Projected Price Price Volatility

https://www.nature.com/articles/nmeth.1618
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0.12

0.16
0.14

0.12 0.12

0.19 0.19

0.13
0.15 0.14 0.13

Soybean Projected Price  and Price Volatility  for Illinois

$8.85
$10.19 $10.16 $9.54 $9.17

$11.87

$14.33 $13.76

$11.55
$10.54 $11.09

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

https://www.nature.com/articles/nmeth.1618


White
FFFFFF

Dark Yellow
997700

Light Yellow
EECC66

Dark Red
994455

Light Red
EE99AA

Light Blue
6699CC

Dark Blue
004488

Black
000000

Wong, B (2011) Points of 
view: Color blindness, Nature 
Methods 8, 441

Yellow
F0E442

Orange
E69F00

Blue Green
009E73

Sky Blue
56B4E9

Vermillion
D55E00

Pale Violet
CC79A7

Blue
0072B2

Wong, B (2011) Points of 
view: Color blindness, Nature 
Methods 8, 441

W
o

n
g

, 
B

 (
2
0

1
1
) 

P
o

in
ts

 o
f 
v
ie

w
: 
C

o
lo

r 
b

lin
d

n
e

ss
,

N
a

tu
re

 M
e

th
o

d
s8

, 
4
4
1

P
rim

a
ry

S
e

co
n

d
a

ry
S

u
p

p
o

rtin
g

Illini Orange
FF5F05

Illini Blue
13294B

Storm
707372

9C9A9D

C8C6C7

Industrial
1D58A7

Arches
009FD4

Prairie
006230

Harvest
FCB316

Patina
007E8E

Berry
5C0E41

Earth
7D3E13

U
n

ive
rsity o

f Illin
o

is C
o
lo

rs

Crop Insurance Changes 
& SCO/ECO Questions

https://www.nature.com/articles/nmeth.1618
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Summary of crop insurance changes
ÅHigher subsidies for COMBO products 

(RP, RP-HPE, YP)

ÅSignificantly higher subsidy for SCO
RMA also implementing for ECO and similar programs

ÅSCO no longer tied to ARC/PLC decision 
"GFӐL OGJJQ 9:GML AEH9;LK G> ;GEEG<ALQ LALD= ;@GA;=K
when signing up for crop insurance

https://www.nature.com/articles/nmeth.1618
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Supplemental and Enhanced Coverage Options

SCO and ECO are area (county) products that supplement 
coverage from an underlying farm-level plan (RP, RP-HPE, YP)

OBBBA Changes to SCO

ǅIncrease premium support rate from 65% to 80%
Will also apply to ECO (and similar products) in 2026

ǅIncrease coverage level from 86% to 90% 
will be phased in for 2027 
(90% coverage through ECO available for 2026)

ĄEvery farm should consider SCO and ECO in 2026

https://www.nature.com/articles/nmeth.1618
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Summary ECO/SCO recommendations
1. Strongly consider ECO-95% (over ECO-90%)

2. Consider lowering RP coverage level

3. Add SCO to cover the layer from 86% to down to RP 
coverage level

https://www.nature.com/articles/nmeth.1618
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Common SCO/ECO Questions

Should the Fact that County Expected Yields 
Lag Actual Yield Influence My Decision?

If expected yields are below actual county yield 
potential payments are less likely to be triggered

https://www.nature.com/articles/nmeth.1618
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Expected and County Yields For County -Level Products, Non -
Irrigated Soybeans in Logan County, Illinois

70.6
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Actual Yield

Expected Yield

https://www.nature.com/articles/nmeth.1618
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Common SCO/ECO Questions

Should the Fact that County Expected Yields Lag 
Actual Yield Influence My Decision?
ÅIf expected yields are below actual county yield potential 

payments are less likely to be triggered

ÅThe farmdoc Insurance Evaluator accounts for this and still 
suggests positive expected benefits for SCO/ECO in most cases 

ÅExpected yield adjustments by RMA for 2026 
appear to be improved

https://www.nature.com/articles/nmeth.1618

