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pjectives
ADescribe fire
survelllance data for

lllinois for combine
and field fires

Ire safety
prevention tips for
combine and field
fires.
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Agricultural Safety & Health Program
ANews clipping agricultural

INjury report

ACaptures unique cases
D@rain Entrapments

DZire Incidents

AFocused more on the
severe cases (+ fatalities)

AOver 30 years of data.

First responders called

to barn fire Thursday

By Dan Kibler
Staff Writer

On my drive to work
Thursday, January 23
around 7:30 a.m., | noticed a
billow of black smoke south
of Clark Center. | wasn't sure
it this was a structure fire or
perhaps someone buming a
large pile of brush. It seemed
to be too much smoke for
just a brush fire. | turned off
of the highway to investigate
and determine if | needed to
call 9-1-1.

As | got closer to the
source of the smoke, | no-

ticed vehicles
behind me, one
of which had
the flashing
lights of a first
responder. |
looked for some place to turn

off but could not find one.

| was left with no choice
but to drive past the scene of
the fire which was a barn lo-
cated at 13356 N. Freedom
Church Road. The family
seemed to be calm, walk-
ing horses across the road

as | carefully made my way
around the curve beyond the
house. It did not appear that
any people had been injured
by the fire.

Clark County Ambulance
Service had already arrived
and Marshall Fire Depart-
ment trucks were armiving.
| took a few photos for the
newspaper, and proceeded
to make my way on unfa-
miliar country roads until |
emerged back at Clark Cen-
ter.
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2025 Fire Incidents Summary

No less than 51 fire incidents occurred
In agricultural operations Iin lllinois

10
Field Fires

24
Barn Fires

A Many
chickens

4
Machine

3

Grain
Facilities
burned

A Brush, Corn,
Wheat

A A Jeep

A 1 Tractor
A 2 Mowers

A Other
vehicles

A Other
equipment

A 2 Grain Bins
A 8 goats

A 6 horses

A 5 pigs

A 1 dog

A Lots of Hay

A 1 Conveyor
Belt

10
Vehicle

Incidents
A 9 Combines

A 2 Tractor
A 1 Grain Cart

A 50+ acres
farmland
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Combine / Tractor Fires

In 2025, a fire started in combine quickly spread
to field. The farmer was unable to escape and
died inside the cab of the combine.

Combine fire burned 15 acres of farmland and
the nearby tractor and grain cart.
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Combine / Tractor Fires

AUsually combines,
4 of these cases were tractors

AOver last three years, causes were:
D@ bad/hot bearings
DZ Engine
DiAydraulic leak
Diginited field
Dimplement / cropper

D&rson 2023 2024 2025
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V Overheated bearings or belts

V Static electricity / exhaust sparks
V Leaks from fuel or hydraulic lines
V Crop residue accumulation f;
V Electrical issues
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When are more Combine

RAdENr fTedAf Ae

ALong periods without rain
during harvest

AHot, dry, windy periods

AExcessive dirty crop materials

SR AL T Lo s
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How do you need to prepare
dR re?ax QeBkdAN OA

V' Maintain two ten-pound Dry Chemical
Extinguishers on the combine and a shovel \g

V' Have a cell phone readily available

V' Know your exact location
iIncluding field entrance locations

V' Call 911 even before trying to fight the fire
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AMany of the Combine fires are
based in the engine compartment

AModern Combines have
much more polycarbonate
sheeting than in the past

Alf the combine is on fire,
probably there Is a field fire as well

AThe fire apparatus may not be able toget mto the fleld
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2ENY NAAde A eed M
AMaintenance is key

AGrease and oil bearings, chains, 8.
and other parts to manufacturers ey
recommendations —— e

ACheck bearings with an
Infrared thermometer or
thermal imaging camera
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Prevention Measures

Aeep equipment clean and free
of loose organic debris.

AClean combines have less issues

Illinois Extension

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS URBANA-CHAMPAIGN
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Field/Brush Fires

In 2024, a brush fire was started by an owner and
spread to about 25 acres of land. An ember also
caught a neighboring property ablaze.

In 2025, a wheat field burst into flames due to high
winds and hot temperatures. Firefighters initially
arrived to 5 acres of harvested wheat burning. By end of

operation, 80 acres were burned, two firefighters were
treated for heat exhaustion.
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Field/Brush Fires

Over last three years, causes were:
A 6 Out of control burn

A 2 Machine

A Embers

A Rekindle

A Weather

A 1 Oil Flare

A1 Arson

2023 2024 2025
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EFields Fire Characteristies
AWl move with the wind |

AWill move with the amountof fuel ‘
AMore than likely, they will form'a pmh or head _-,.

>

In iengtl

Arield lireS can give oif extreme raditi b,

AElame Ieng in
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Fires Characteristics

AFlame length in unharvested
crops can exceed 16 feet

AField fires can spread
moving uphill

Aln these cases, flame length
can double or even triple

I ILLINOIS M ASTADbility Agricultural Safety & Health


https://www.nature.com/articles/nmeth.1618

What should you do
ACall 911, get the Fire Department headed your way

AHave a disc or other tillage tool hooked up in advance.
A fire break can be made well ahead of the fire

AGet any other equipment to the burned area
well out of the way

A GFAL LJQ LG LADD JA?@L F-=
Fires move fast and can engulf you and the equipment

B AT LAKES CE
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"What should you do

Further more, a field fire i1s.coRsumin
a lot of fuel, using a lot of oXyger

It can consume the oxygen Vot
tractor engine needs to run

and stall the engine. -

Consider keeping a water: trailer.0
truck filled and ready during raiVest
when a high potential exists for {fif€s
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AThey may deploy fourwheel drive apparatus to the point
or head of the fire on the burned side of the fire

Aln some cases, they may determine to use a road, creek,
or waterway as a stop point to contain the fire

AAn Incident Commander will be in charge of the operation
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What the Fire Department may do

ACoordinate the P
use of your equipment o e
with the Incident Commander e

AYou may want to point out a close wate£
supply In case additional water is needed

AThe Incident Commander (IC) is in charge,
D=L @AE <G @AK BG:y &
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